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If you have questions about 
our programs at the KCSS or 
have an interest in attend-
ing, please do not hesitate 
to call. There is a referral 
process that has to start with 
the counselor at the home 
high school. Counselors can 
also answer any questions 
you may have about our 
program. Because space is 

limited, we will begin a wait list process after ca-
pacity is reached. Interested parents and students 

are encouraged to apply early. 

 

Thank You and I look forward to another remark-

able year!                    

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Eric Thomas, Principal               

Knoxville Center for Student Success 

Students in grades 9-12 

Striving 4 Success in  

 Attendance,  

 Achievement,  

 Readiness and  

 Responsibility  

From the Principal 

The Knoxville Center for Student  

Success provides a small and  

responsive environment for students 

striving to complete high school in 

spite of setbacks or challenges. 

Students can earn traditional high 

school credits at an accelerated pace 

through smaller class sizes and 

through extended hours in the 

school’s Compass Learning Lab.  

Enabling all students (particularly those 

with personal challenges, family and 

employment responsibilities) to earn 

their high school diploma and  

continue in their  education has a  

positive and lasting impact on our 

community.  

 



About KCSS 

The focus of the Knoxville Center for Student Success 

(KCSS) has evolved since 2011 when Mr. Eric Thomas 

became principal. Initially the school was designed to 

serve as a way station for students transitioning from 

incarceration or suspensions back to one of District 150’s 

three traditional high schools and as a way to add sup-

ports for chronically truant students. For increasing num-

bers of students, however, KCSS has become not a tem-

porary stop, but their “home” high school. 

 

“We offer a different structure for students who may not 

have had a successful freshmen and sophomore year 

and are behind on credits,” explains Thomas. “We don’t 

have big hallways or homecoming or prom, although 

we do have our own celebrations. We’re low-key and 

there are fewer distractions so students can focus on 

catching up on the credits they need and completing 

high school on time.” 

 

The school offers extended opportunities to catch up. 

The school day has nine class periods, rather than seven 

and the computer lab with Compass Learning is open 

for three extra hours each Monday through Thursday 

afternoon as well as during the summer months, provid-

ed funding exists. By having online classes mixed with 

teacher-instructed classes, students are afforded the op-

portunity to catch up on credits where they have fallen 

behind due to various life obstacles they are facing.  

The unusual structure means that a student who has 

fallen behind can earn 11 credits in a year, rather than 

the traditional seven. Some of the students have young 

children and many have jobs, so offering flexibility is im-

portant in helping them earn their high school diploma. 

One recent graduate, a 21-year-old young man, returned 

to school because, although he had worked several jobs, 

he knew his chances for keeping a job or advancing 

were limited without a high school diploma. 

 

The students travel to KCSS from all corners of Peoria. 

Each student is given a CityLink bus pass each day to 

travel to and from school. 

 

The school is housed in a compact modern office build-

ing on Knoxville Avenue in central Peoria, blending in 

with neighboring medical and law offices. The building 

houses only seven classrooms, a two-room Compass 

Learning center, a small library and a cafeteria. There are 

no facilities for physical education so most students are 

able have their PE credits waived. Students also have 

fewer choices in electives such as foreign languages or 

fine arts than are offered at the traditional high schools. 

 

The small size of the school, however, can be an ad-

vantage. For many KCSS students, life obstacles mixed 

with the bustle and anonymity of a high school with over 

1,000 students can present too many social and emotion-

al challenges.  

KNOXVILLE CENTER FOR STUDENT SUCCESS 

www.psd150.org/kcss 

Our Goal 

To positively impact the overall graduation rate of  

Peoria Public Schools by providing credit completion 

opportunities to students with the following:   

 Students seeking a smaller environment  that pro-
vides support toward special circumstances to 

complete high school coursework 

 Students re-entering the regular high school set-
ting from incarceration or an extended medical 

leave 

 Students who have not yet graduated and need 

an attainable amount of credits to complete 

coursework for graduation 

Though a challenging group, the benefits of positively 

impacting this population of students will have lasting 

results for our school district, neighborhoods and city. 

We are extremely excited and proud of the fact that 

over 180 students have successfully completed high 

school coursework at the KCSS and graduated over 

the past four years.  


